
Hel p Us Hel p Your Ki ds Put Magi c i n Thei r Lives 
 

 
On Sept e mber 28, 2010, The Wood and Stri ngs Puppet Theatre is comi ng back t o t he Clayt on 

Cent er.  They were here last May, and t hey were so enchanti ng,  we t hought t he chil dren of our 

area shoul d have another chance t o see somet hi ng so beautiful and so ent ertai ni ng. This 

perfor mance shoul d be appropriate for grades 3-6.   

As you may re me mber from last year,  the Clayt on Cent er di d not charge t he $5 admi ssi on  to 

chil dren who were on free or reduced l unch pl ans.  That was possi ble i n part by a grant from t he 

Tennessee Arts Co mmi ssi on, but onl y i n part ; nearl y half the tickets were free.  Nevert heless, 

we will make t he sa me offer agai n because we want every chil d in Bl ount Count y t o have art 

experiences of  the richest, most professi onal ki nd.  

Why Puppets? 

Chil dren  experience st ories i n a lot of very hi gh tech ways now.  First, there was television, 

then comput ers, now pal m pil ots.  But when have t hey ever, or wi ll they ever,  see t he art of 

st ory t ol d i n t he art of puppetry. The puppet creati ons of Wood and Stri ngs are wor ks of arts in 

the msel ves, whet her they are t he shadow puppets of Indonesi a, the magnificent Chi nese dragon, 

or t he mari onettes of Japanese  bunruku, the i magi nati ons of children qui ckl y accept the 

conventi ons of the stor y i n a way t hat animati on or oversized stuffed ani mals don’t require.   

Why Ananse …earl y i n the day?   

Not many, not enough, of t he artistic experiences of Ameri can chil dren come from t he rich 

traditions of Africa.  Ananse does.  

What’s Next? 

It’s very easy.  We coul dn’t make it easier.  Call the box office at the Cl ayt on Cent er (865-981-

8590 Monday- Fri day, 10 a. m. -6 p. m. ) Tell us t he number of children you expect to bring,  how 

many are eli gi ble for the free tickets, and whet her you want t o attend t he 9 a m. perfor mance or 

the 12: 30 p. m. performance.   On t he day, of t he play, bri ng us a check for the chil dren you 

bri ng.  We will set some seats asi de t o acco mmodat e t he   variance of act ual numbers of 

st udents.  Or you can use t he for m bel ow.  The deadli ne for reservati ons is  

 



 

ANANSE!  
... earl y i n 
the day 

Ananse t he Spi der, 
tri ckst er of Ashanti f ol kl ore, 
wi t nesses t he earl y day 
when ani mal s and lif e ar e 
new. Shari ng comi cal  
advent ur es wi t h dozens of 
ot her char act ers, he 
l eaves hi s mi schi evous 
mar k on lif e, or "so t he 
st ory goes." Dr awi ng 
i nspi rati on from West 
Af ri can musi c, masks, 
cost umes, and or al  
tradi ti ons, t hi s production 
bri ngs t o t he st age t hei r 
vi br ant sceni c spl endor 
and magi c.  

 

Or der For m:  

School: ________________________________  Teacher: ________________________ 

 

Gr ade: __________________    Nu mber of St udents: ________________________________ 

 

Nu mber of st udents eligi ble for free admi ssi on: _________________________ 

Perfor mance: 9 a. m. __________     12: 30 p. m. ____________ 

 

$5 x no. of payi ng st udents: ______________________________ 

Nu mber of teachers and chaperones (no char ge): ______________________ 

 

Mail to: Box Office , Cl ayt on Cent er for t he Arts 

             502 East Lamar Al exander Parkway 

   Mar yville, Tennessee  37804 



 

 

 

 


